Nickless’s in New Zealand
Henry Nickless (Nicholes) 17?? – 18??

17??
Born 

1798 A letter written by grand daughter reads

‘The cameo tie pin worn by Lord Nelson in his ruffles, which he took out with his own hand after the battle of the Nile and presented it to Henry Nickless, Sailing Master of Lord Nelson’s ship and said "accept this as only a small appreciation of your gallant services through this victorious battle".

The cameo is a white profile of Nelson on a pale orange, opaque material with darker orange flecks. Cannon is bronze. Pin and rim in gold.

The Battle of the Nile involved some interesting naviagtional skills from the british fleet in slipping in behind the french line. A sailing master was the senior warrant officer on the ship and was entitled to sit in the wardroom. This placed him well above the ordinary and AB seamen of the ship. They considered themselves equal to the first Lieutenant! He was responsible for the navigation and sailing of the ship - a key role. Sailing masters would therefore have been a key role at the Nile - hence this award? Nelsons ship at the Nile was Vanguard - I have not easily traced the master of this ship though. – Phil Egginton, Secretary, Historical Maritime Society

1805 Supernumeraries List ADM36/15900 pg 137 (Nelson’s retinue)

1st March  Henry Nicholes AB Mustered on Victory

2nd May Discharged ???

21st Aug Henry Nicholes  AB Mustered on Victory

10th Sept. Thomas Dear AB Mustered (William Dears brother/cousin ??)

21st Oct Nelson killed

23rd Dec Commissioner Grey’s yacht meets Victory

[Nelson,  The Life and Letters of a Hero – by Roger Morris]

Each ship had a fixed complement of people appointed to jobs. It was difficult to appoint a supernumerary Master so the convention would be to rate supernumeraries as AB which allowed them to be entered in the ships muster book and be paid/fed etc. It does not imply that they undertook normal seamen tasks of ordinary or AB men. An AB could 'hand, reef and steer'. – Phil Egginton, Secretary, Historical Maritime Society

7th Jan 1806 a selected group of seaman from the Victory arrived at Greenwich Hospital, to be met by the Governor, Lord Hood.  (Nelson’s retinue ????) - Nelson,  The Life and Letters of a Hero – by Roger Morris

18??
Died – captain of Royal Navy – from son’s marriage certificate
Henry Nickless 18?? – 18??

1842 
14th  March. Married Jane Susannah Dear, Allhallows, Barking, City of London.

Was the principal teacher of the London branch, of the Society for the Propagation of Christianity amongst the Jews.

Jane Susannah’s father, William Dear (brother/cousin ?? to Thomas Dear listed with Henry’s father on the Victory.)

Henry William Nickless 1843 – 1892
1843 31st March. Born at 1 Church Lane, Limehouse, Stepney, County of Middlesex, England.

1862 Age 19. He was awarded a queen’s Scholarship at Highbury College, London while training to be a teacher.Received an appointment at Dalston, Hackney

1865 15th April. Married Sarah Alice Edmeades. St Giles parish church, Camberwell, Surrey. 



On advice of relatives (Edmeades ??) in New Zealand, he immigrated. He and his wife were appointed Master and Mistress of Taita School, Wellington. 



1871 
Brewer in Marton  (from birth certificate of Douglas John)

1873 Became George Frederic Allen's replacement as choirmaster at St. Stephen's Church, Marton Parochial District. 

1874 He transferred to the Native department 

1875 
He was teaching at a school, 3 miles from Parakino, Wanganui until at least 1877.

1879
Iruharama School, Wanganui

1881 
Waikawa Bay School, Picton 

1884
Appointed to the Native school at Colac Bay and soon after, the Postmaster. Both positions held up to the time of his death. (from obituary)

1892
15th July. Died age 49 at Colac Bay, South Island, New Zealand of carcinoma of stomach and mouth. Buried in Riverton cemetery.

Anecdotal 

He taught in various Native schools and also taught Christianity to the Native population at the same time.

He was an acclompished Maori scholar and was often entrusted by the Government with delicate and difficult transactions. 

His widow Sarah Alice (nee Edmeades), married Richard Thomas in 1897. He in turn died in 1905. Then on 11 February 1907, Sarah Alice (known as 'Nellie' ) married George Frederic Allen, who Henry had replaced as choirmaster in 1873. Clearly they had been acquainted for many years. George and sarah are buried Queen Elizabeth Park Cemetery, Archer Street, Masterton, Wairarapa, NZ. Plot SAA, row 16, area plan II.

DOD 4/4/1931 DOB 6/4/1931
Douglas John Nickless1871 – 1922
James Arthur Nickless1906 – 1972


Edward (Eddie) Nickless1937 – 1998
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